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Dear St. Mark’s: 

Some routines are awesome.  

My morning routine usually begins around 6:15 with bedside prayers.  Before I even stand up (it’s easier 

for me this way), I just slide out of bed and onto my knees.  I say the Lord’s prayer and then I pray for 

Kathleen, the children, and especially for the amazing people in our parish who I know are hurting or 

facing challenges.   I try to remember to give thanks also, but I’ll admit that I’m kinda’ in a hurry because 

the beagle (Sam) has also just awakened and he’s nosing around on top of the bed, flopping his tail, and 

making noises that are almost human.   The sheltie mix (Tucker) is under the bed stirring and scratching 

(in that quiet way that makes me worry what he’s doing) and the tri colored cat (Millie) is circling around purring through her stuffed

-up nose.   

I don’t know if you’ve ever heard a cat with allergies try to purr but it’s off-putting and endearing at the same time. 

Evie is usually the only other human one up at this hour. She’s an early riser like her me but she’s off in her area doing whatever 

15-year-old girls do.   

From the bedside, the dogs and cat herd me into the kitchen to fix their breakfast.  We have a routine for this too.  I mix in a small 

can of “fancy feast” split three ways and they like it.  Kathleen just adds a dollop on the top but I “mix” it all into the dried food.  I 

think they like it better the way I do it!   While they are eating contentedly, I start the coffee maker and then do my Bible study.   

While the coffee is brewing, I read my Psalm and Proverb for the day (I’m on 21) and check the news.  The former is always good 

for me. The latter always makes me wish I hadn’t looked at my phone.  Harrison is awake by 7:25 and ready to leave for school by 

7:30 because boys are wired that way.  The cat is nestled in Kathleen’s arm while she uses the other arm to fix breakfast for the 

humans. 

 

 

 

Wise men still  
 seek Him... 

(Continued on next page) 

Holy Week Service Schedule 

Sunday, April 14:  Palm Sunday:  8:00AM & 10:15AM 

Wednesday, April 17:  Stations of the Cross   5:00PM 

Thursday, April 18:  Healing Service  11:00AM  

Thursday, April 18:  Maundy Thursday     7:00PM 

Friday, April 19: Good Friday     Noon & 7:00PM 

Saturday, April 20: Easter Eve  5:00PM 

Sunday, April 21:  Easter Sunday  8:00AM & 10:15AM 
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(continued from previous page) 

Harrison is out the door with breakfast in his hand and his hair still wet.  Evie and I are next out with her 100-pound book bag and a lanyard 

that has more flair than a Chilis’ waiter.  I predict that one day her entire generation will have severe back problems because no one has 

lockers in school any more. 

“I love you’s” echo through the last hurried moments of a house that seems more like an airport at times.  Our week has begun. 

And now I’m sitting at my desk writing to you.   Gareth is already here and has been for a while.  He has his own routine.   It’s one of many 

cool things about working at a church that the sacred spaces are wonderful early in the morning for study and prayer. 

But this week is spooling up quick.   My thoughts are interrupted by the high-pitched chainsaw whine of the weed wacker outside.  This is 

briefly drowned out by the wail of a siren roaring down Gloucester.  Our sexton, Bernard just left from upstairs, his routine keeps us all go-

ing.   By 8:45, Patrice, Kay, and Shirley are also in their offices continuing their own routines.  

Yesterday in our annotated worship services, I tried to show how Sunday is DESIGNED to be 

routine that shows us the connection between the sacred and the mundane. 

Worship is “training wheels” for an abundant life.   

A famous theologian named Erasmus said it this way, “Bidden or not, God is present." 

If we do it properly, intentionally, and with heart, worship becomes a lens through which we 

encounter the sacredness of all life.  Considered intentionally, they are not insulation from the 

world…they are conduits to it.  But I must admit, I was struggling to see the conduits this morn-

ing.  Sirens, deadlines, weed whackers.  Horns, telephones, and copier sounds.   

And then…. 

We all heard it at the same time.  Kay walked out of her office and down to Patrice and Shirley’s offices to mention it. 

From across the street.  Under the oak trees and in the green grass of a little playground connected to a little day school.   The beautiful 

Monday morning early spring sun is shining, and the children of St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School are literally charging through the conduit.   

The birds are singing.  The azaleas are blooming.  The parish garden fills the air with spring. 

The children's laughter and outside voices carry.  Their routine specifically designed to make the connections between the beauty of God’s 

creation and their roles in it.  They won’t be denied.   And we shouldn’t either. 

So, I walked over the to preschool playground remembering Erasmus and thankful for the children. The end of today’s 

Psalm, "Show your strength, God, so no one can miss it.  We are out singing the good news!”  

And the conduit opened up.  And it kept opening up.  This picture is Harrison at our Day School in 

Hickory NC when we went on a field trip to the Pumpkin Patch.  Our dear friends, the Eatons (who visit-

ed a few weeks ago) went to church with us and also had a daughter the same age who was at the day 

school. 

This is a picture that we took of the two of them. 

And it just kept opening up because Sierra called Harrison (they are like brother and sister still) and 

asked if he’d escort her to her senior prom in Hickory. 

May God make Himself known to you in all of your routines today. 

Fr. Alan+ 
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5Th Annual Night on Bourbon Street 
Low Country Boil…Boom! 

 

The 5th Annual Night on Bourbon Street on 
March 2nd was a great evening of revelry and 
great food.  The Parish Hall was packed and a 
good time was had by all! We thank everyone 
who purchased a ticket to support our out-
reach projects! 
Big Thank You to the following Brothers & Sis-
ters who helped make the Night on Bourbon Street a Success!!!: 
Terry & Windy Carroll, Will & Michelle Whatley, Steve & Rosalind Crowder, Mike 
& Sue VanBrunt,  Gareth & Judy Allcott, Mary Turner, Jeff Buerstatte, Larry & 

Debbie Youngner, Scott Pyle, Baxter Peffer, Ed & Melanie Hatcher, Will Roberson, Chris Smith, Johnny 
& Jeanie Patelidas, Pat Nolan, Greg Wellstead and GeorgeAnne Youngner. 

Also, Big Thank You to the following Sisters-in-Christ in the ECW who provided delicious 
desserts for the Night on Bourbon Street!!!: 
Debbie Stubbs, Linda Mahoney, Carol Pyle, Judy Allcott, Trisha Perry, Lynne Emery, Mary Turner, Kaki 
Thurber, Judy Lions. 

 

Brotherhood Calendar: 
April 7th: Cookout MorningStar 
Easter Week & Sunday April 21st :  PB&J Sunday 
April 25th:  April Brotherhood of St. Andrew General Meeting @ 6:00pm   

All men of the Parish are invited to the April 25th Brotherhood General Meeting. We will dine, pray and 
study (Guided by Gareth Allcott).   

BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church  

A Pancake Supper/Shrove Tuesday THANK YOU!! 
 

Our St. Mark's Youth would like to send a HUGE THANK YOU to you!! With your support 
and through this event we able to sponsor meals for over 25 who joined us from both St. 
Mark's Towers and The Morningstar Youth Home. We did this while having a great meal 
Together! AND in addition, YOU have provided for your EYC youth group the means to 
support a great cause - the Mission Trip to Mexico Beach, FL in June. This year we 

grossed $3,034.80 and after expenses, netted $2,371.42!! SO, THANK YOU so, so much!!  



  

 
BRINGING PEOPLE TO CHRIST AND CHRIST TO PEOPLE                                                       April   2019  

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ON THE LAMPSTAND  

Here is another story in our “On the Lampstand” series, contributed by 

Erin Quarterman . 
           

A Case for Reading the Bible 

 Rewind to about a year ago and I was in what could only be described as a dark night of 

the soul, but one that had lasted several weeks. I was having a crisis of faith and I wanted answers. 

Why is the world such a harsh place? Why is there so much pain and suffering? Why do bad 

things happen to good people? Why, why, why? Once I finally gave up grilling God and got quiet, 

The Holy Spirit spoke to me for the first time in a long time saying, “You need to read the 

WHOLE Bible. That is where you will find the answers to all your questions.” Ugh, I thought.  

Are you kidding me? Then I heard, “No, I’m not kidding you.” This definitely has to be The Ho-

ly Spirit, I thought, because there is no way that suggestion would come from me.  

 I personally own 6 Bibles (KJV, NIV, The Amplified Bible, The Living Bible, The 

One Year Bible NLT, and The Message). Up until about a year ago I had never read any of 

them, let alone from start to finish. Statistically very few people who call themselves Christians 

have read the whole Bible. I find that fascinating, since what it teaches is central to our entire 

faith. Why hadn’t I read any of the six versions of it that I owned?  Well, for a lot of reasons. 

Firstly, I’m just too busy to have time to read the Bible. Secondly, I attend church regularly and 

hear the Bible there. Moreover, The Bible was written thousands of years ago and is full of out-

dated laws so it couldn’t possibly be relevant to me today.  

 Every time I tried to read the whole Bible I would always give up halfway through Genesis be-

fore I completely lost my religion. I found it overwhelming, confusing and violent. Besides, I had a 

personal relationship with Jesus so what did I need to read The Bible for? I have learned howev-

er, based on past experiences, that when The Holy Spirit speaks, I’d better listen. 

The next day began a journey in my life that I can only describe as reverent.  I was able to use our 

modern technology to read, listen to, research, and study the WHOLE Bible in less than nine 

months.  I read the One Year Chronological Bible, NLT translation, which puts the Bible in 

the order that everything occurred, making it like one cohesive story. It has changed my entire life! 

(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page.) 

  After reading the Bible in context I realized that my perceptions had been completely wrong. Not 
only did I get the answers to all of my questions, but also something changed inside of me. ‘The 
peace that passes understanding,’  (Philippians 4:7), truly became mine. Reading the Bible every 
day has now become like brushing my teeth. I just don’t feel right if haven’t read something from the 
Bible every day.  

There is not enough room here in this small space to discuss everything that happened during this 
journey, but I am happy to talk directly with anyone who is willing to listen. I would like to close by 
leaving the addresses to the websites that helped me on this journey, and I would also like to thank 
our wonderful clergy who give beautiful and biblically sound sermons.  I hope by reading this some of 
you will be inspired to embark or continue on this journey yourselves.   

http://oneyearbibleonline.com 

https://gotquestions.org 

https://bible.com 

https://www.youversion.com 

https://thebibleproject.com 

Psalm 119: 105  “My word is a lamp unto your feet and a light unto my path.” 

If you have an encouraging story to share please contact Judy Allcott at jallcott@gmail.com 

 

 
Saturday, April 13, 2019 

10:00am - 2:00pm at the Church & Garden 
Butterfly house, face painting, petting zoo, 

bounce house, Easter Egg hunt, and food! 

http://oneyearbibleonline.com
https://gotquestions.org
https://bible.com
https://www.youversion.com
https://thebibleproject.com


  

 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECW&M News – April 2019 
Altar Guild 
The Altar Guild is at its busiest during the Lent and Easter season. Preparations are being 
made for Easter as well as the ongoing Lent season. The Altar Guild has many members who 
serve with the Daughters of the King. The Daughters of the King have done an outstanding 
job of presenting the Service of Lights on Wednesdays during Lent. Thank you. Marian and 
Nancy will be preparing palms, greenery and flowers for Easter. With cleaning day Sunday 
March 31, it will be busy but joyful time at St. Marks. Join us as we would be pleased to wel-
come you to the Altar Guild. 

With God's Blessing, 
Steve Crowder   

Daughters of the King 
ARE YOU CALLED TO BE A DAUGHTER OF THE KING?  The Daughters of the King is an Order of Christian 
women who desire a closer walk with our Lord. Our primary goal is to know Jesus and make Him known 
to others. We do this through daily prayer as we strive to fulfill our Baptismal Covenant and vow of Prayer 
and Service.  Each Daughter follows a daily Rule of Life, attends monthly chapter meetings, Diocesan and 
Provincial meetings when possible and pays annual dues. 

We find the Order to be a safe place in a busy world where we can be together and support each other in 
Christ's love. Being a Daughter is truly life changing. The Daughters at St. Marks would welcome new 
members. 

Please contact Bea Newnam 912-280-9157 or Judy Lyons 912-638-3761 for more information. 
 
Gardening News 

We are busy in the Brubaker Garden of Hope planting spring crops: tomatoes, 
squash, peas, greens, melons, cucumbers, okra, eggplant, onions, Bok choy, herbs, 
zucchini, and many beautiful flowers!  The children from the Saint Marks Day 
School spent a morning with us planting sunflowers and had some very “dirty” fun! 
Also, we are looking forward to the Festival of Life on Saturday, April 13th when we 
will introduce families to the art of  gardening, a butterfly house and much more!   

 Garden with love! 
  The Garden Ladies - Linda and Edith 

Kitchen Organizer 

Rosalind Crowder reports that she is still working on getting the kitchen straightened out.  Directional 
signs are on order to let everyone know where to find everything.  Thanks for your patience! 

St. Agnes 

St. Agnes Guild met on March 21st and made our plans for our Lenten Supper on April 3rd, dis-
cussed the needs of our church, and at that meeting the members brought 20+ boxes of cereal for 
the needy children. We also discussed contacting members who not been coming recently.  
St. Margaret’s 

St. Margaret’s provided the Lenten meal on March 27.  We will also provide reception food and 

help as needed.  We expect to participate in the Festival of Life on April 13. 

BRINGING PEOPLE TO CHRIST AND CHRIST TO PEOPLE                                                     April    2019 

(Continued on next page) 



  

 

BRINGING PEOPLE TO CHRIST AND CHRIST TO PEOPLE                                                   April     2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Did you know that your hello, Goodbuy Outreach Ministry has pledged over $150,000 

back to the Church through our monthly pledges, avg $4,000/month, in ADDITION to the 
money given out to the Community?! (totaling +$800,000) 

 
We need YOUR help to KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK! 

 
VOLUNTEER – Even if it's as minimal as 1 HOUR a month, with enough people committed 
to serve you will be making a big difference – stop by during some of your free time to 
help by:  sorting clothing, straightening up the sales floor, helping receive donations, pro-
cessing donations, merchandising, & MORE 
CALLING ALL TRUCK OWNERS – we are in need of people with trucks to help: 
1) haul off bags of clothes we can't use around the corner to Salvation Army 
2) make small trips to our storage units with the seasonal items 
3)help our truck driver on his pickup runs 
 

Stop by the store @ 1523 Glynn Ave on the Corner of Gloucester & Hwy 17 OR Call us at (912) 264-8181 
ANSWER YOUR CALL TO SERVE TODAY 

 
**Remember to Like, Follow, and Share our posts on Facebook & Instagram** 

 

hello, Goodbuy – 

The Monthly Scoop 

 (ECW NEWS continued from previous page) 

St. Mary’s  

Nineteen St. Mary's Guild members and one guest attended our March meeting where we made final plans to host the 
Tower's Birthday Supper on April 9th.  We also voted to purchase pillow covers for the new pillows at Honey Creek and 
to give a contribution to Lexie Snyder's mission trip.  We collected a large amount of food for the Food Pantry; our con-
tributions so far in 2019 total 253 items.  Seventeen of us participated in hosting the second Lenten Supper on March 
20th.  We served soup and sandwiches to a crowd of about 65 and had a great time.  For info about our guild just ask any 
member. 
  

United Thank Offering 
Did you know that the first United Thank Offering was collected in 1889?  It began as part  of Missionary efforts by wom-
en and is still going strong today. It has become a ministry of the Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole church. 

Through the UTO individuals are invited to embrace and deepen a personal daily spiritual discipline of gratitude. UTO 
encourages people to notice the good things that happen each day, give thanks to God for those blessings and make an 
offering for each blessing by dropping coins in the UTO Blue Box. UTO receives the offerings and distributes 100 percent 
of collection to support innovative mission and ministry throughout the Episcopal Church and Provinces of the Anglican 
Communion. 

Here at St. Marks we collect our thankful coins twice a year, the Sunday closest to Ascension Day and the Sunday closest 
to All Saints Day. If you don't have your Blue Box, please pick one up from the Narthex today. 
 
                                                                                            Judy Lyons 
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John Butin 

Clara Fiveash 

Oscar Patron 

Adam Standbridge 

Kathleen Akridge 

Bev Bilderback 

Rory McIlvaine 

Leah Postea 

Jill Caldwell 

Norah Martin 

 

1 

3 

5 

5 

9 

11 

11 

13 

14 

16 

Rita Spalding 

Ann Parmalee 

Judy Phillips 

Duncan Miller 

Rose Wilson 

Jeanie Nations 

Hannah Williams 

Laura Parrish 

Margaret Crighton 

 

 

17 

17 

21 

21 

22 

23 

23 

23 

23 

Laura Parrish 

Nicholle Patron 

Mike Swaney 

Michael Owens 

Helen Arline 

Frances Chappel 

Caden Thompson 

Charlotte Snyder 

Audrey Postea 
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24 

25 

26 

28 

28 

28 

30 

30 

 

 

2019 Vestry 

 Barrett & Brooks Thompson 

E.D.  & Kim Sapp-Gornto 

Alan & GeorgeAnne Youngner 

Gary & Lolly Jackson 
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15 

18 
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Richard & Gail Cowan 

Scott & Kimberly Mitchell 

Jim & Alva Youngner 

Kenneth Jean Yesupriya-Bernatz 

 

19 

22 

24 

27 

 

 

Sr. Warden – Dan Burr 435-559-0222 burrd@mountainwest.net 

  

Jr. Warden – Mike Parrish 404-805-3450 mikeparrish@comcast.net 

  

Ava Bokker 479-903-4984 Avabokker1@gmail.com 

Rosalind Crowder 980-721-4113 rcwbds@yahoo.com 

Owen Dorsey 404-668-4880 oed@oedorsey.com 

Clerk - Julia Gerrett 912-242-2044 juliagerrett46@gmail.com 

Edith Gross 704-466-6633 millstonecabin@gmail.com 

Jonathan Havens 912-230-7346 jonathan@h2ocreativegroup.com 

Tonya Miller 912-580-2802 Tonyaduncanmiller@gmail.com 

Baxter Peffer  412-491-5989 baxterpeffer@gmail.com 

Jessica Snyder 404-457-6609 Jessica@coastalmellow.com 

Brooks Thompson 912-223-9124 Brooksthompson86@outlook.com 

Rev. Alan Akridge 912-222-8746 aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com 

Wallace Harrell   Chancellor of the Vestry 

Joel Arline   Parish Treasurer 
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