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Dear Parish Family,
Home is not just a building. It’s not merely where you grew up. It’s
not even defined by your address. It’s SO MUCH MORE.
I re-discovered this recently.
When Rogelio, Jonathan, Tim, Dan, Ralph, and Fr. Alan+ met last
week after work to plan for funding ministry next year, we began
with COVID snacks and a cold beer from the new brewery just down
the road, Silver Bluff. We prayed for Nancy, who was unable to join
us, but also for each other and our families. How were the children
doing? What about the new above ground pool? How's college for some, baseball for
others, the recent big move? And we prayed for St. Mark’s. From Rita’s ordination on
September 26, to weekly Sunday school packets delivered by Mrs. Emery with love, we
listened, laughed, prayed and caught up.
We weren’t at my house or even at St Mark's and yet, we were all Home.
We were, simply, caring together.
The circle around the table on Newcastle last week could have been anywhere in the
world as long as we were together, caring. Time and again, the stories, prayers and
plans at that meeting coalesced into this singular, powerful, holy word. Home. Perhaps
you can relate?
(Continued on next page )
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(continued from previous page)

When the Bad Girls gather together or the Pastoral Care team meets. When we meet that new
couple for supper or when our children discover they are on the same hall at Middle
School. When we “log on” to the Livestream service and see familiar faces or receive a post
card with birthday or anniversary wishes in the mail. From altar teams setting up for worship to
ushers waiting to take temperatures on Sunday morning, there’s something unique and different
about St. Mark’s Lions.
It’s easy to be convinced of our unique identity at Camp St. Mark or sitting in a pew at 900
Gloucester listening to James and Nathaniel. It’s cool to see someone’s rear window decal or
to drive past hello Goodbuy or St. Mark’s Towers and
smile. But Home is still so much more.
Walt Whitman said, “We were together.
rest.” He was right.

I forget the

Whenever we simply care for each other in faith and deed,
Home is created. Notes are written. Flowers are
sent. Prayers are offered. Forgiveness is requested and
grace is offered. God’s Kingdom comes. On earth as it is in
heaven.
Kaki was in my newly organized office this morning (thank you
Shirley and Kathleen), and I pointed at a picture above my desk
from the Virginia Seminary Flag Football Team taken in 1999. I
was on that team, 1st row left. One of the members of our team
is now the bishop of Atlanta. Another is now our new bishop. Still
another is serving in the military and another is the rector of a
famous parish at a ski resort town out west.
But I wouldn’t trade places with any of them.
Because THIS is home for me. And for Kathleen, Harrison, and
Evie. I got the same feeling last week from Rogelio, Jonathan,
Ralph, Dan, and Tim. I know Nancy feels the same way. How
else in a million years could last week’s "2021 stewardship committee” meeting during a divisive, pandemic, election year, be so filled with love, listening, laughter, and prayer?
With faith, "1Home Forward”. That’s how.
It’s why we miss being in worship together with hundreds! It’s why we long to visit the hospitals
and “divy up” altar flowers after worship in the parish hall. It’s why we long for Camp St. Mark
and choir concerts.
But it’s why we haven’t let go or given up or backed down.
It’s also how our October celebration block party came to be called, “Homecoming”!
Love will always find a way…..Home.
In Christ,
Fr. Alan+
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Prayer, Study & Service
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew will hold our
September General Meeting on
2

Thursday, September 17th @ 6:00pm in the Parish Hall.
We will follow our normal meeting order.
Dinner, brief business meeting and a study session facilitated by Gareth Allcott.
All men of the Parish are invited to attend!!!!

With school back in session, the St. Mark's Backpack Team has returned to work, packing "take
home bags" of non-perishable healthy snacks for
students at Burroughs-Molette. These students
have been identified by school staff as being atrisk for receiving adequate nutrition over the
weekend. The team can always use helping
hands to pack or deliver to the school each week.
Shown are (l-r) Jenny London, Gayle Calhoun, and
Kaki Thurber, packing in the youth room.
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It’s All About Learning in Refuge Pods
The 2020-2021 school year began with huge question marks:
how long would the classrooms be open before they might be
forced to return to virtual learning? And how could school resources offer support to vulnerable students apt to fall behind?
The answer: Refuge Pods – distant learning support, a collaboration of local churches, community organizations AND volunteers!
Sponsored by Camp Connect and Hope 1312 Collective, Refuge
Pods will only begin if Glynn County school system makes the decision to close in-person learning and move to on-line learning.
The hope is to have a staff of volunteers in place and ready to
launch at any time during the school year.
Designed to serve 75 children in grades K-5, in pods of five children each, sessions will be held at Epworth by the Sea, week days
from 8:30-2:30. This initiative needs 25 volunteers to function as
facilitators and support staff. COVID protocols will be followed
and training provided. All you need is a positive and encouraging
spirit and knowledge of basic technology.
Tiffany Herndon, Communities in Schools site coordinator at Burroughs-Molette, knows first-hand about St. Mark’s volunteer spirit,
those who have been “fantastic mentors and tutors.” If you want
more information about Refuge Pods to provide a safe environment for successful learning for these at-risk students, give Tiffany
a call at 912.267.4130 ext. 4088.
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
Psalm 46:1
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hello, Goodbuy – The
Monthly Scoop
September

hello, Goodbuy – The Monthly Scoop

Hello, Goodbuy is more than 'just a thrift store.' Here, you can contribute to a 'cycle of giving' that fuels our
Outreach Ministry's Mission to support our Community. Whether you are generously Donating items you no
longer need or use, dedicating your time as one of our Volunteers, or doing some 'guilt free shopping' as one
of our loyal Customers you are contributing to that cycle.
As an Outreach Ministry of St. Mark's Episcopal Church, it is our Mission to take your donated items and turn
them into funding opportunities for local charities in Glynn Co. Since hello, Goodbuy's inception we have
distributed +$900,000 to +100 local charities and community organizations, including putting over
+$200,000 back into St. Mark's Episcopal Church. By Shopping, Donating, and VOLUNTEERING you
help us support all of these organizations. Did you know that St. Mark's receives a 10% tithing from
the store's proceeds EVERY MONTH? The more you can do to support and help the store, the more we
can do to support the Church and our Community!
While on the one hand we live in a Community that is overwhelmed by need, on the other hand we are
blessed with an outpouring of open hearts dedicated to improving the lives and conditions for those in Glynn
Co who need it the most. Alone these groups can make a Difference, but together we can help support and
connect these groups to make a real Change.
When considering what to do with the stuff you no longer use or need, think of hello, Goodbuy first. Then,
take it a step further and do what so many others already do: drop it off in the back then walk around to shop
in the front – what we call a 'beautiful cycle'.
Recruiting Volunteers:
-Whether it be 1-3 hours a week or 1-3 hours a month, we appreciate and need all and any help we can get
with volunteers at the store.
-By helping us at the store level, you are helping us generate the funds to continue supporting charities and
community projects in our Community. Help us help you!
-You can help with sorting, cleaning, pricing, merchandising, going with our driver to pick up furniture.
-The store stays busy, so we can always use an extra hand.
-Not sure where you might fit in? Stop by the store, talk with Managers Kelly or Louisa, take a tour of the floor
and processing areas and hear about the different departments (clothing, primary donations i.e. boxes and
bags of misc items that need to be sorted and cleaned, books, shoes, electronics, etc.), then finally pick a time
to come in and try it out at your convenience.
Stop by the store @ 1523 Glynn Ave on the Corner of Gloucester & Hwy 17 OR Call us at (912) 2648181
ANSWER YOUR CALL TO SERVE TODAY
**Remember to Like, Follow, and Share our posts on Facebook & Instagram**
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St. Marks Episcopal Day school renovation is finally finished!!! It was a long two months, but it
has been well worth the wait. The renovation allowed us to add a new kindergarten classroom, a

new bathroom off the playground, all new flooring, new playground equipment, and a new updated fire alarm system. We also added much needed new playground shade sails, new windows
and exterior doors, as well as repaired and painted the exterior of the building.
With COVID-19 restrictions on place, school started on September 8 and the children were so excited to be back at school. The staff, children and families are slowly getting used to our new daily routine. Please say a prayer for our little school’s continued safety and the health as we start
the 2020-21 school year.
Below are some before and after photos of the renovation to see all the hard work that we needed
to make this project a huge success!
It took several weeks to clean out and organize
all our toys and supplies, but it was worth it!

We love our
NEW
Kindergarten
Room with
our amazing
Kindergarten
teacher,
Mrs. Jennifer
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Our NEW
Big Room has
wonderful
natural light!
The kids have
already started
creating art to
decorate the
walls with.
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The Giving Garden
The Giving Garden is having somewhat of a well needed rest! The beds are resting, that is!
Edith is off with husband John on a nation-wide tour in their new RV seeing and enjoying

God’s wonderful creation. I am here with our newest garden lady, Jenna Caldwell, who has
made herself quite indispensable in Edith’s absence! She and her husband, Clay and son
John live on St Simons and she is becoming quite the organic vegetable gardener. We are
blessed and grateful to have her on our team! The fact that she is young and strong is an
added plus as we prepare for fall planting!
Recently we reached out to Glynn Academy for a Garden Workday opportunity on Sept
26th for students needing to accrue community hours. Ten Honor Society students have
signed up to come work to help us plant, till and fertilize! I hope to have the Brunswick
News there that day so we can show how these young people help to better their community!
Come by and say hello as we begin another blessed growing season for so many persons
struggling during this very difficult time! We pray you stay well and safely come back to
Worship when you feel the time is right for you! Its always safe in the Garden!
You may see the St Marks Day School children planting their annual carrots, radishes and

greens! God Bless the little children
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2020 Vestry
Dan Burr 2020

435-559-0222

burrd@mountainwest.net

Senior Warden
Ralph Dembowczyk 2022

912-580-0926

rdembow@gmail.com

Julia Gerrett - 2020

912-242-2044

juliagerrett46@gmail.com

Clerk/Out & In Reach
Rosalind Crowder - 2021

980-721-4113

rcwbds@yahoo.com

Communication
Owen Dorsey—2021

404-668-4880

oed@oedorsey.com

Grow Ministry
Mona Irwin—2022

912-230-3151

monairwin@bellsouth.net

Grow Ministry
Edith Gross—2020

704-466-6633

millstonecabin@gmail.com

Out & In Reach
Nancy Breland—2022

912-264-2041

nancybreland@comcast.net

Grow Ministry
Rogelio Quintinar—2020

912-223-5391

Rogelioq@gmail.com

Out & In Reach
Baxter Peffer –2021

904-316-2970

baxterpeffer@gmail.com

Grow Ministry
Audrey Postal—2022

412-491-5989

arpostal@outlook.com

Out & In Reach
Mike Parrish 2021

404-805-3450

mikeparrish@comcast.net

Rev. Alan Akridge

912-222-8746

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Rector
Wallace Harrell

Chancellor of the Vestry

Joel Arline

Parish Treasurer
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Savannah Lyons
Luke Wilson
Debbie Dougherty
Ed Hatcher
Dawne Hudson
Linda Dorsey
John Gross
Will Roberson
Chance Buerstatte
Ross Cotton
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Maurice & Audrey Postal
Luis & Kelsie Olivares
Johnny & Jean Patelidas
Cameron & Kristin West

Ruth Kent
Stella Gregory
Tim Meredith
Steve Banks
Amber Redanz
Tabbie Yesupriya
Eleanor Gregory
Joy Youngner
Faye Boddiford
Walker Butin
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Muri Nations
April Baker
Hannah Gerrett
Amy Broderick
Ron Chappell
Kelli Bacon
Grace Postal
Harriett Cathey
George Lincoln
Don McWaters

Mark & Susan Conway
Alan & Kathleen Akridge
Wrix & Molly McIlvaine
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