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In this country, persons who enter into a marriage agreement have the option of doing so under purely secular

authority (a civil marriage) or under the auspices and authority of the Church, which is also recognized by the

state as having the legal ability to ratify the marriage contract. It is to be assumed that when a couple makes the

choice of entering into a marriage under the rites and ceremonies of the Book of Common Prayer and in the

Episcopal Church they are doing so because they recognize and accept the beliefs of this Church concerning the
Christian character and nature of the Sacramental Rite of Holy Matrimony. St. Mark’s is a member

congregation of the Episcopal Church in the United States and affirms the following teaching of the Church

concerning the true character of a Christian marriage:

Christian marriage is a solemn and public covenant

between a man and a woman in the presence of
God in which they enter into a lifelong union for
the purpose of:
Their mutual joy and spiritual nurture,
The help and comfort given one another,
That their life together might be a sign
of Christ’s love,
When God wills, for the procreation of
children
and their nurture in the knowledge and
love of God.
Christian marriage signifies to us the mystery of
the union between Christ and his Church and Holy

Scripture commends it to be honored among all people.

Book of Common Prayer, pages 422-423

Being aware that marriage is not to be entered into lightly and being cognizant of our duty to hold up and
safeguard the Holy state of Matrimony, the Episcopal Diocese of Georgia requires St. Mark’s to be diligent in
keeping both the spirit and the letter of all National Church canons, regarding marriage in the Episcopal Church.
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CUSTOMARY FOR WEDDINGS

We at St. Mark’s hope the following information will be helpful. If after reading this information you would
like to talk about a wedding at St. Mark’s please contact the church office. All arrangements for a wedding at
St Mark’s begin by calling the Office Administrator.

There are also forms, appointments and scheduling that must take place.

The Episcopal Church requires:
ATTENDANTS: Two witnesses are required for a wedding.

BAPTISM:  The Episcopal Church requires that at least one of the couple be a Christian. The Episcopal
Church accepts the baptism of any Christian tradition, which baptizes in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Marriage must conform to the laws of state Georgia and the Canons of the Episcopal Church.

DECLARATION OF INTENT: This form is required and formally states your request for Holy Matrimony in
the Church.

MEMBERSHIP: (St. Mark’s requires)

The term “member” is defined as a communicant in good standing according to the Canons of the
Episcopal Church. A communicant member at St. Mark’s is one who:

e Attends services of worship at St. Mark’s frequently
e [s a confirmed member of the Episcopal Church, or is enrolled in a program of Christian

education in preparation for Confirmation in the Episcopal Church
e [s atithing member in time, talents and treasures
The rector can assist couple desiring to become a member in this or other Episcopal Church near them.

St. Mark’s considers members, and the children and grandchildren of members to be a “Member” wedding. (See
WEDDING FEES section)

PRIOR MARRIAGE CONSIDERATON: There are questions on the Information Form to be completed if
either of you were married previously. In that event, the Rector must meet with you to discuss and make any
necessary requests to the Bishop.

COUNSELING: The Rector must approve all weddings at St. Mark’s.

The Episcopal Diocese of Georgia require couples being married complete at least 3 counseling sessions of not
less than one hour each with a qualified professional. For couples living out of town this will be discussed at
your first meeting with the rector. All counseling must be completed 30 days prior to the wedding. The
counseling and planning session appoints are to be made with the clergy directly. The couple must have 2
meetings with the Rector.
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SCHEDULING:
Certain dates in the life of the church are not available for weddings.

Saturday is the preferred day for weddings. Sundays, certain days or during certain seasons wedding are not
done. Marriage liturgies are not usually scheduled on the days/dates listed below:

Christmas Eve or Christmas Day (12/24, 12/25)
The Eve or the Feast of the Holy Name (12/31, 01/01)
The Eve or the Feast of the Epiphany (1/5, 1/6)
Any day during the Season of Lent (6 weeks prior to Easter)
Eve of Easter or Easter
MARRIAGE LICENSE:
The State of Georgia requires a Marriage License.
PLANNING THE SERVICE

Clergy from other parishes may be able to assist in the service but the invitation comes from and only after
consultation with the Rector. Any fees, honorarium, or other expense incurred by using outside clergy are the
responsibility of the couple.

WEDDING VOWS AND READINGS:

The service will follow the content of the Book of Common Prayer (page 427). There is room to add a personal
touch to the wedding while following church tradition.

The Rector will work with the couple to select and approve readings and offering of prayers. Readers for the
wedding may be members of the family, the wedding party, or guests.

EUCHARIST

A celebration of the Eucharist is encouraged. If a Eucharist occurs it must include an invitation to all baptized
Christians.
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GETTING START

Scheduling of the church can only be done through the Office Administrator who maintains the calendar and
will coordinate with the rector. A wedding coordinator will be assigned. Reservation of the date of the
wedding will not be final until all forms are completed, the deposit made and you have received confirmation
from the Office Administrator and Wedding Coordinator. Forms are on this website.

Do NOT have printing done or dates published until you have confirmation.
COSTS:

Weddings require many hours for a large number of staff and volunteers at St. Mark in order to make this a
special day. All deposits are nonrefundable. Deposits of $200.00 for members and $500.00 for non-members
are sent to the Office Administrator. The deposit is applied toward the total cost. Payments are to be made
payable to: St. Mark’s Episcopal Church.

WEDDING FEES:
Members Non-members

$900.00 $3,500.00

The remainder must be paid 60 days prior to your wedding date. Your assigned wedding coordinator can
answer questions regarding fees. Any financial hardship regarding fees can be discussed with the Rector or
wedding coordinator at your first meeting.

WEDDING PLANNERS:

Wedding planners and consultants can provide much needed help in organizing and planning a wedding. Their
scope of service cannot extend to the ceremony itself. The Rector will direct the wedding according to
liturgical customary of St. Mark’s. The Wedding Coordinator will direct the flow of the wedding. If wedding
planners are used, they must be aware the wedding coordinator and the rector have final say regarding the parts
of the wedding each is responsible for.

Wedding planners may be used only after a meeting with and approval by the wedding coordinator. Contact
information must be provided for the wedding planner.

SERVICE BULLETINS:

We do net provide printing services. St. Mark’s wedding coordinator will assist in the preparation of your
service bulletin.

The Rector must approve all service bulletins prior to printing. Service bulletins must be approved at least 30
days prior to wedding. We ask also that your service bulletin include a note regarding photographs and turning
off cell phones.

MUSIC:

St. Mark’s Organist plays for all weddings where organ music is desired. If the organist is not available the
Organist and Wedding Coordinator will assist with a replacement.
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Please do not invite musicians. Invitations for additional musicians must be extended by the organist. All
music and musicians must be approved by the organist with the Rector having final approval.

Our organist will be creative and flexible when helping you choose the best music for your wedding. Bring
your ideas and preferences when you meet.

FLOWERS AND DECORATIONS:

While you are not required to use St. Mark’s florist, the use of another florist requires the completion of the
Florist Form and prior approval. The wedding coordinator will work with you regarding floral deliveries.

St. Mark’s is a beautiful church that is over 150 years old and needs minimal decorations.

Altar candles are provided by the church. There are two candelabras with nine candles each AND two
candelabras with 3 candles each.

All flowers arrangements must be placed in the church’s urns on the altar. Placement of flowers is reserved to
the same location as you would find in any other service.

Flowers and other pew markers must be approved. Ribbon and other materials that do not blemish the wood
may be allowed.

No rose petals are allowed inside or outside St. Mark’s. Bouquets are appropriate for flower-girls.
“Unity” candles are not permitted in the ceremony.
Guest books are also not allowed as it slows the seating of guests and the wedding start time.

Any altar flowers you provide remain in the church in thanksgiving of your wedding. An acknowledgement is
listed in the following Sunday’s bulletin.

AISLE RUNNERS:
Are not used as they pose a safety hazard

RICE /BIRDSEED:

Rice, birdseed, confetti, rose petals, sparklers, balloons, or other such items are not permitted inside the church
or on the grounds. Bubbles are allowed outside as the couple exits the worship space.

PHOTOTGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY

We work to maintain a joyful and worshipful atmosphere at the wedding service. All photographers, both
professional and non-professional must follow the rules to minimize distraction and respect the sacred nature of
the building and the liturgy.

All photographs done before the wedding should be completed prior to guests arriving.
Photographers are not allowed to move between congregation and the liturgical action in the sanctuary.

Photographs are allowed during the processional and recessional. Flash photography is not allowed during the
ceremony. Ceremony is: Once the processional music stops and the couple is in place at the altar flash
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photography stops until the couple is introduced and the recessional music begins. No flash, sounds (from
cameras) or artificial lights are allowed during this time. Photographers may stand at the back of the church and
use a telephoto lens without flash.

Photographs by guests are not allowed during the ceremony. Photos from cameras and phones are a distraction
to this time of worship. We ask that you instruct guests by noting this in your service bulletin along with a note
regarding cell phone silencing.

For videos device placement, the Rector will meet with the videographer prior to the service to approve
placement avoid any misunderstanding of our expectations.

We ask that if you want any photographs to be taken with the Rector that they be the first ones taken following
the wedding due to time limit

AUDIO EQUIPMENT/ WIRELESS:

St. Mark’s has a sound system designed for the space. Additional equipment must be passive. Active
equipment is not allowed.

USE OF CHURCH GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS/ Capacity:
St. Mark’s Church can accommodate 300 and the St. Mark’s Chapel can accommodate 50.

Use of the church buildings and grounds are limited to 1 % hours before and 1 hour following the service for
pictures. .

NO ALCOHOL ALLOWED in church or on church grounds.

NO FOOD OR DRINK ALLOWED OUTSIDE THE PARISH HALL.
RECEPTIONS:

St. Mark’s does not hold wedding receptions.

PARKING AND HANDICAP ACCESSIBLITY:

Weekend and evening on street parking is located around the church. Please notify the wedding coordinator of
handicap accessibility needs.

WEDDING REHEARSAL:

The wedding rehearsal allows time for everyone participating to be more comfortable with the liturgy of the
service, space and microphone for readings. The Rector will lead the rehearsal. A rehearsal is required prior to
wedding and usually takes place at 5 p.m. on Friday prior to the wedding. All attendants and anyone who is
reading Scripture or prayers during the service should attend rehearsal. Everyone attending the wedding
rehearsal must be ready to participate at the time allotted. One hour is allowed for rehearsal.
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DAY OF WEDDING:

Use of the church and grounds usually is limited to 3 hours on the day of the wedding. The length of the
service with a Eucharist is approximately 1 hour (depending on the number of guests). Services without a
Eucharist are approximately 30 minutes.

The times for floral delivery and arrival of the wedding party should be arranged with the wedding coordinator.

Due to limited dressing room space at St. Mark’s, it is recommended that the wedding party arrive dressed and
ready for the service.

Ushers should be ready to seat guests at least 30 minutes prior to the service.
Each child in the wedding party must be supervised by a designated adult at all times.

You must have someone designated to remove all items belonging to the wedding party and to collect any gifts.
Their contact information should be given to the wedding coordinator.

[ have read and understand the policy of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church and will adhere to them.

Signature of Bride Date

Signature of Groom Date
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Declaration of Intention

And

Desiring to receive the blessing of Holy Matrimony in the Church, do solemnly declare that we
. hold marriage to be a lifelong union of husband and wife as it is set forth in the Form of
- Solemnization of Matrimony in the Book of Common Prayer.

- We believe it is for the purpose of mutual fellowship, and understanding, for the procreation (if
- it may be) of children, and their physical and spiritual nurture, for the safeguarding and benefit
. of society.

- And we do engage ourselves, so far as in us lies, to make our utmost effort to establish this
- relationship and to seek God’s help thereto.

Signature of Groom

Signature of Bride

Date

[Type text]



. BRIDE:
Full name (first/middle/last)

St. Mark’s Wedding Information Form

Name called by

Maiden name (if previously married)

. Occupation

Residence (street/city/state/zip)

Phone (home)

(work) (cell)

Email

Date of Birth

Father’s full name

Mother’s full name

Maiden name.

Parent’s residence(s)

Baptized? When

Where?

Confirmed? When and Where?

Member of St. Marks?

Marital status

(If divorced, a copy of decree(s)is required for each at meeting with rector

List prev. marriages : To Whom?/ W hen? / Ended by (Divorce/Death) / Where?/ What responsibility to continues ?

GROOM:

Full name (first/middle/last)

Name called by

Occupation

Residence (street/city/state/zip)

Phone (home)

(work) (cell)

Email

Date of Birth

Father’s full name

Mother’s full name

Maiden name.

Parent’s residence(s)

Baptized? When

Where?

Confirmed? When and Where

Member of St. Marks?

Marital status

(If divorced, a copy of decree(s)is required for each at meeting with rector

List prev. marriages : To Whom?/ W
[Type text]
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Wedding Checklist / Timeline

o Determine and reserve date and time for wedding and rehearsal with Office Administrator

o Arrange first meeting with Wedding Coordinator

. o Arrange first meeting with Rector and bring final divorce decree(s) if either person has been _::
married before. Notice to Bishop if applicable

o Pay Deposit and Receive Confirmation of Wedding Date and Time

o Ifnot already and want to become members begin process

o Counseling Sessions complete

o Witnesses and wedding party confirmed

- o Photographer secured and form signed

'. o Meet with Organist

- o Music selections made and approved

- o Florist secured and form signed

o Scriptures readings selected and approved

o Service bulletin complete and approved

o Final Payments to church

. o Marriage License to Wedding Coordinator
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St. Mark’s Photography Policy

- This form outlines the policy of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church for all weddings. We ask that photographers
follow the rules to minimize distraction and respect the sacred nature of the building and the liturgy. After
. reading please sign this form and return to the address listed at the bottom of the page.

All photographs done before the wedding should be completed prior to guests arriving.
Photographs are allowed 1 2 hours prior to the wedding and 1 hour following the wedding.

. Photographs are allowed during the processional and recessional from the back of the church. Flash

- photography is net allowed during the ceremony. Ceremony is: Once the processional music stops and the
couple is in place at the altar flash photography stops until the couple is introduced and the recessional music

. begins. No flash, sounds (from cameras) or artificial lights are allowed during this time. Photographers may
stand at the back of the church and use a telephoto lens without flash. No flash, sounds (from cameras) or

~ artificial lights are allowed during the ceremony. Photographers may stand at the back of the church and use a
telephoto lens without flash.

- For videos device placement the Rector will meet with the videographer prior to the service to approve
placement of equipment and to avoid any misunderstanding of our expectations.

. AUDIO EQUIPMENT/ WIRELESS/ PORTABLE MICROPHONES
. No portable microphones may be used as they interfere with the Church’s sound system

The rector maintains the right to stop the wedding service should the policy not be followed.

- Iwill photograph and/or video the wedding service of

and

I have read and understand St. Mark’s policy which I will respect and follow.

| Signature of Photographer

Print Name:

Address:

Phone: Email;

- Return completed form to:
- St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Wedding Coordinator
© 900 Gloucester St, Brunswick, GA 31520

; [Type text]



FLORIST POLICY

St. Mark’s is a beautiful church that is over 150 years old and needs minimal decorations.

Altar candles are provided by the church. There are two candelabras with nine candles each AND two
. candelabras with three candles each. Use of any other candles require approval from wedding coordinator.

Two floral arrangements may be placed at the Altar. All flowers arrangements must be placed in the church’s
brass urns on the altar. The urns will hold 6 inch liners.

. No flowers or other decorations can be attached to the pews without approval of the wedding coordinator.
Nothing can be used that will be blemish or otherwise leave marks on the pews.

. No rose petals are allowed inside or outside St. Mark’s. Bouquets are appropriate for flower-girls.
- Any altar flowers should remain in the church in thanksgiving for the wedding.
- Aisle runners are not used as they pose a safety hazard

Rice, birdseed, confetti, rose petals, sparklers, balloons, or other such items are not permitted inside the church
. or on the grounds. Bubbles are allowed outside as the couple exits the worship space.

. All floral deliveries must be made with the Wedding Coordinator.
. T'have read and agree to the floral policy of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church.

I have read and understand St. Mark’s policy which I will respect and follow.

. Signature of Florist:

Print Name:

Address:

. Phone: Email:

Return completed form to:
~ St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Wedding Coordinator
900 Gloucester St, Brunswick, GA 31520
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