


WELCOME TO ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

St. Mark’s is a welcoming community of dedicated believers in Christ  
who support and strengthen one another through worship, fellowship,  

study of the Word, and serving others. 
 

St. Mark’s has adjusted many worship practices to follow COVID-19 safety protocols over 
the past years. We are constantly adapting our procedures and we urge worshipers to participate at 
whatever level makes them most comfortable.  If you are visiting, we are glad you are here. We 
welcome all who gather to worship each week, either in-person or on-line. Our Sunday service at 
10:15 may be seen on our Facebook or YouTube channel and is linked through our website, 
www.saintmarksepiscopal.com. The password to the church wifi as a guest is timetopray. 
 

About the Service 
The service has two parts: the liturgy of the word, when Holy Scripture is read and cele-

brated, followed by liturgy of the table, when we celebrate Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection with 
the Eucharist, (communion). 
 

About Communion 
All are welcome at the altar to receive communion or a blessing. Bread only is sufficient for 

the Eucharist to be valid.  You may receive the bread and wine from common vessels or individual 
containers at the altar rail.  Come forward to the altar as ushers release the pews and return to the 
pew to consume the bread and wine, if taken from the baskets.  If a blessing is desired, place your 
arms across your chest. Place empty containers in receptacles at the exits.  Gluten free wafers are 
available upon request.  Notify an usher if you would like a priest to bring communion to the pew. 
 

Enhancing Your Experience 
Limited mobility seating is available in front of the pulpit on the left side of the sanctu-

ary. An elevator, entered through the garden doors at the rear of the church, allows access to all 
three levels of the church. Offices and classrooms located on the second floor are accessible via 
stairs or elevator.  Ask for assistance, if needed. Restroom facilities are located on the ground lev-
el; ladies’ room on the right, men’s room on the left. An ADA accessible restroom is located just 
off the hall to the right of the chancel.  

An AED device is located in the hall to the right of the chancel. 
 

Welcoming Families 
We provide a nursery for infants and toddlers during the 10:15 Sunday service. Grade 

school age children join in class upstairs for activities and lesson.  The children return for commun-
ion and are always welcome to worship with their families. All are welcome to the parish hall fol-
lowing the 10:15 service for coffee and light refreshments. 
 

On-line Giving 
For members and guests, it is simple, easy, and secure to make an on-line donation or pur-

chase using Realm, our giving platform. Gifts may be one-time or recurring; funds may be dedicat-
ed to a specific purpose. Simply text the word Lion to 73256 and follow the prompts to complete 
the process, using a credit/debit card, checking or savings account. 

http://www.saintmarksepiscopal.com


WELCOME (seated) 
PRELUDE 
BELL 
OPENING HYMN & PROCESSIONAL 
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee       Hymnal 376 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

 
The people standing, the Celebrant says  
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit. 
People  There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People  One God and Father of all.  
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant      Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established 
the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of 
Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
People         Amen. 
 
THE LESSONS (seated) 
FIRST READING:  Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “You that are Israelites, 
listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, 
wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— this man, 
handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 
killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, 
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says concerning him, ‘I saw 
the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my 
heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. For you will not aban-
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don my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. You have made known to me 
the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ “Fellow Israelites, I may say 
to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us 
to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would 
put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the 
Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ This 
Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
Reader      The Word of the Lord. 
People    Thanks be to God.   
 

Psalm 16 (responsively by half-verse) 

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 
I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, 
my good above all other." 

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 
upon those who are noble among the people. 

3 But those who run after other gods * 
shall have their troubles multiplied. 

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 

5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; * 
it is you who uphold my lot. 

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 
indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 
my heart teaches me, night after night. 

8 I have set the LORD always before me; * 
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 
my body also shall rest in hope. 

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
nor let your holy one see the Pit. 

     11 You will show me the path of life; * 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
  and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

 

SECOND READING  1 Peter 1:3-9 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and into an inher-
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itance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protect-
ed by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this 
you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuine-
ness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may 
be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have 
not seen him you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and re-
joice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

Reader      The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God.   
 

SEQUENCE HYMN 

Breathe On Me, Breath of God (v1/Gospel/v2)                   Hymnal 508 

 

THE GOSPEL  (stand) 

Deacon       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 20:19-31 
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive 
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained." But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, 
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe." A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace 
be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 
God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  
Deacon      The Gospel of the Lord. 
People     Praise to you, Lord Christ.      
 
HOMILY                       Rev. Alan Akridge, Rector 
 

BAPTISM HYMN (the clergy and family move to baptismal font) 

We Know That Christ is Raised and Dies No More           Hymnal 296 
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HOLY BAPTISM 
PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATE FOR BAPTISM         
 
Celebrant  The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented 
Parents/Sponsors  
  I present John David Herndon to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 
Celebrant  Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the 
Christian faith and life? 
Parents & Godparents 
  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant  Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of 
Christ? 
Parents & Godparents 
  I will, with God’s help. 
 
The Celebrant asks the following questions of the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the child.   
Question  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against 
God? 
Answer    I renounce them. 
 
Question   Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the crea-
tures of God? 
Answer:    I renounce them. 
 
 Question  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer     I renounce them. 
 
 Question  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer    I do. 
 
 Question    Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer      I do. 
 
 Question    Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer    I do. 
 
Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 
           Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this child in his 
life in Christ? 
People:       We will. 
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Celebrant  Let us join with him who is committing himself to Christ and renew our own bap-
tismal covenant. 
 
THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Celebrant:   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People:           I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever lasting. 
 
Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in the prayers ? 
People     I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and re-
turn to the Lord? 
People       I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People      I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People    I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being? 
People      I will, with God's help. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATE 
Celebrant  Let us now pray for this child who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
 
A Person appointed leads the following petitions 
Leader    Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People     Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader    Open his heart to your grace and truth. 
People    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader     Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader    Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader    Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader    Send him into the world in witness to your love. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader    Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Celebrant  Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son 
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and 
reigns now and for ever.  
People  Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People         It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant  We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved 
in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt 
into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the 
Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the 
bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
 
  We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in 
his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore 
in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, bap-
tizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
At the following words the Celebrant touches the water 
  Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that these 
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who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.  
People  Amen. 
 
THE BAPTISM 
Celebrant  J.D., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.   
People  Amen. 
 
Celebrant  Let us pray.  Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you 
have bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of 
grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning heart, the 
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in 
all your works.   
People  Amen. 
 
Celebrant  J.D., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for 
ever.   
People  Amen. 
 
Celebrant  Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
Celebrant and People:  
  We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ cruci-
fied, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 
 
THE  EXCHANGE OF PEACE  (the people greet one another) 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION  
YOU ARE WELCOMED 

All are welcome at the altar rail to receive communion or a blessing. Communion is served in individual containers 
and from the paten and common chalice. If receiving from individual containers, return to the pew to consume the 
bread and wine and place containers in recycling containers at the exits.  To receive a blessing, place your arms across 
your chest. Offerings may be placed in the available offering plates positioned at the front pews. Communicants at 
home may request communion to be delivered by calling or texting 912.222.8746.  
 
THE OFFERTORY      
 
Celebrant and People: 
        Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. 
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 



 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A   BCP 361 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 
 Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  
Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we  bound to praise you 
for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal 
Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world.  By his death he has 
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again, he was won for us everlasting life. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn  to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
  
THE SANCTUS  
Celebrant and People  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Prayer continues with these words, the people sitting or kneeling.  
Celebrant  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to recon-
cile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a per-
fect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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People                    Christ has died.   
                                Christ is risen.   

                                Christ will come again. 
Celebrant  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts. 

  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever.  

People      Amen 
 

Celebrant      And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    
 THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                             

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
   hallowed be thy Name,   
   thy kingdom come,        
   thy will be done,        

 on earth as it is in heaven.              
             Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,   
 as we forgive those        
  who trespass against us.         
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom,   
 and the power, and the glory,   

for ever and ever. Amen.          
BREAKING OF BREAD       
                                                                             
FRACTION ANTHEM  

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 

Celebrant  
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The people may remain in the pews until the ushers release the pews; come forward to the altar rail to receive com-

munion or a blessing. Let an usher know if you would like communion in the pew. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
Let Us Break Bread Together                               Hymnal 325 
Glorify Your Name        BoL 15 
Amazing Grace         Hymnal 671 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER             
Celebrant         Let us pray. 
People  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name        Hymnal 450 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
Deacon   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
People   Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

We welcome in baptism 
John David “J.D.” Herndon,  son of  Keller and Alicia Herndon 

 



The next Cursillo weekend is April 16-19 at Honey Creek. St. Mark’s and St. Athanasius each 
have one participant this session, Cassandra Oliver and Mike Oiler, respectively. Palanca for these 
two are encouraged by all Cursillistas. Cards and gifts can be dropped off at St. Mark’s and left with 
Kay in the second floor office. There is a wire basket on her door. Rose Wilson will be collecting 
the cards. The closing Eucharist will be at 3:00pm on Sunday, April 19. Parking gets tight so car-
pools are recommended.  Prayers are also appreciated for participants and team. Call Rose Wilson 
at 912.506.9799 with any question. 
 
A note from the bulletin editor: Did you know that lipstick stains are much harder to remove from commun-
ion linens than wine? Ladies, please blot lipstick before drinking from the chalice. The LEM wipes around the rim of 
the chalice between recipients and the lipstick is transferred to the purificator.  The altar guild thanks you. 
 
Did you pick up your Easter flowers? If not, today is the last day to get a pot from the sanctuary.  
Those that are not picked up will be taken to Sears Nursing Home for the residents to enjoy.  We 
thank Marian Frasier with Tropical Treasures who sources and arranges our Easter (and Christmas) 
flowers and greenery.   
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Immediate prayer  
Jeff Pace 
James Gregory 
Marion Nelson 
Elizabeth Newton 

Renee Dowe 
Joice Grow 
Nancy Ehrlinger 
Rita Bruce 
Melinda Schneider Roehl 

Louise Atwood 
Harna Hill 
Maxwell Smith 
 

 In-person Attendance 
            April 3-5, 2026 
    Thu      Fri.         Sat.   6:30     8:00   10:15       Total    
   12/40   55/27      30      23       36      325          548 

Financial Update as of 4/8/2026  
            Budget     Received 
General Donations   $     31,850        $   30,306        
Pledges      $   166,443 $  172,052    

BIRTHDAYS 
Apr. 14 Jill Caldwell, Tim Morris, Stella Pratt 
Apr. 16 Alison Brantley, Joanne FitzGerald 
Apr. 17 Rita Spalding, Vicki Skylark 
Apr. 18 Elaine Prendergast 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Apr. 18 Fr. Gary & Lollie Jackson 
If we missed your birthday or anniversary, 
please notify the office.  

Continuing prayer concerns 
Will Whatley 
Nancy MacKenzie 
Frank Matthews 
Dot Barone 
Beverly Dembowczyk  

Matthew Dowe 
Jewell Rogers 
Carole Nolan 
Joy Youngner 
Jo Strickland 
Ronn ben Aaman 

Glenn Kersey 
Jean Patelidas 
Katherine Adams 
Faye Freeman 
Reggie Goff 
 



 
April 12-19, 2026 

 

 
Sunday    8:00am Spoken Eucharist/Chapel 
    9:00am Sunday School/Mixon Hall 
    9:00am DOK 
  10:15am Holy Eucharist with Choir 
  11:30am Mixon Hour/Mixon Hall 
       
Monday   9:30am  Staff meeting & formation/Mixon Hall 
  10:00am ECW/Mixon Hall 
  10:00am Music School/sanctuary & chapel 
   6:30pm  Narcotics Anonymous/Mixon Hall 
 
Tuesday    
   
Wednesday         11:00am Bible Study 
    3:00pm Backpacks/upstairs 
    4:00pm Choir Practice/sanctuary 
    7:45pm AA/Mixon Hall 
 
Thursday 10:00am Music School/sanctuary & chapel 
  11:00am Healing Service/chapel 
  12:00pm Bad Girls/Mixon Hall 
    6:30pm Serenity Seekers/Mixon Hall 
 
Friday     Church Office Closed 
  10:00am Music School/sanctuary, chapel/parish hall 
    5:00pm Georgia Hospice Memorial Service  
    
Saturday 5:00pm  Spoken Eucharist/Chapel 
  8:00pm  AA/Mixon Hall 
 
Sunday   8:00am  Spoken Eucharist/Chapel 
   9:00am  Adult Sunday School/Mixon Hall 
  10:15am Holy Eucharist & worship school 
  11:30am Mixon Hour/Mixon Hall 
   4:00pm  St. Mark’s 101/Mixon Hall 
  
     






